
Below is an excerpt of a speech delivered at our Annual Dinner and Roast from 
Friends Forever Alumna, Aya Magharbeh, our first Eileen D. Foley Fellow. The 
Fellowship was established in 2016 in honor of former Portsmouth, NH Mayor, 
Eileen D. Foley. Each year, Friends Forever uses the Fellowship to recognize one 
alumnus who demonstrates a strong commitment to take action for positive social 
change and a desire to create meaningful connections between people.

“I believe that we are friends for creation in this world. We are who 
we are, Friends Forever told me to be who I am, to be the person 
with her own beliefs and values, not to let anyone or anything to 
humiliate me and put down my potential and principles because I am 
different, so different that people will look at me and talk to me in an 
unordinary way. But different is powerful and beautiful in the same time, through it we can learn new things 
about the other’s culture, personality, and points of view. We can learn how to be open minded to others that 
don’t carry on the same identity, opinions, religion, or even the same taste of music.

Being here is not only about my will and my capabilities, I am here because I am feeling that this is my duty 
as Muslim, Palestinian, woman who believes that everything we are doing here are worth the risk we have to 
take, together hand by hand we won’t let any power in the human world to destroy our friendship, our beliefs, 
and our hope to achieve better reality consist of justice, love, cooperation, and peace.”
To hear the rest of Aya’s speech, visit www.friendsforeverusa.org/annual-dinner-and-roast.

EilEEn D. FolEy FEllow SpEEch

Each year, Friends Forever presents the Eileen D. Foley Award to a 
New Hampshire citizen(s) who takes personal responsibility in making 
the world a better place.  This year, Friends Forever chose to honor 
Dr. Geoffrey E. Clark and Martha Fuller Clark for their decades of 
philanthropy and community leadership. 

On March 9th, 200 of Martha and Jeff’s family, friends, and fellow 
community leaders gathered to present them with this year’s award 
and watch as they were “roasted” by their peers. Roasters included 
Martha and Jeff’s colleagues, longtime friends, and family members. 

Martha and Jeff have dedicated their personal and professional 
lives to strengthening New Hampshire communities for more than 
40 years. From preserving and promoting our natural, cultural, and 
historic resources to defending women’s rights, this couple truly 
embodies the spirit of this prestigious award. 

To view highlights from the event, visit our website at www.friendsforeverusa.org/annual-dinner-and-raost

Aya at the 2017 Roast.
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Brand Survey 
reSultS and actionS

Second Alumni Seminar - Israel
In February, Friends Forever Middle East held its 2nd Annual Alumni Seminar for 35 
former participants of our Israel program. The two day seminar was completely designed 
and implemented by alumni and included workshops on perspective, group decision 
making, and how to design activities for different populations. During the evening they 
held a discussion about cultural identity, inspired by the film “The Fifth Season” by 
Palestinian director, Shadi Habib Allah.  At the end of the seminar, the alumni broke 
into committees to plan a calendar of activities and opportunities for alumni to stay 
engaged with Friend Forever’s programs throughout the year. 

As part of their Community Building Phase, our teams design and implement a social 
action project aimed at addressing a need in their community.  One of our 2016-17 
groups, team All United from Corpus Christi Youth Centre and Blackmountain Action 
Group, planned and ran a drug awareness event called “The Unheard.” Inspired by a 
similar event they attended at a high school in the United States, the group organized an 
evening for their peers featuring speakers whose lives have been affected by the drug 
crisis. At the end of the night, everyone in attendance took a pledge to abstain from 
taking drugs and participating in other anti-social behavior. Great job team All United! 

Social Action Spotlight - Drug Free Event

Above: Ben (‘11) opens the 2nd Alumni Seminar. Left: Photos of alumni over the course of the 
Seminar. More images can be found on our website: www.friendsforeverusa.org/alumni-seminar

At the end of 2016, we asked 
everyone to complete a Brand 
survey for Friends Forever. 
We received hundreds of 
responses!  During 2017 we 
will be using these results to 
improve our communication 
with all of our volunteers, 
participants, international and 
domestic partners, and the 
public at large. It is an evolving 
process and we encourage 
you to continue to offer us 
feedback as we move forward.

For now, you may be noticing 
that certain photos have icons 
on them. These icons represent 
the various aspects of our 
global programming and we 
believe will help everyone in 
our community understand our 
work in a more visual sense. 
A glossary of all the icons 
currently in use is located on 
the facing page. 

On the next page are images 
from our Second Alumni 
Seminar in Israel. We are 
investing more resources and 
time into working with our 
young leaders after their first 
year of programming and to 
support them on their path 
to make their world a better 
place. Above the photos are 
words that were used by the 
alumni when they reflected 
on what being a part of the 
Friends Forever family for the 
long term meant to them. What 
does it mean to you?

http://www.friendsforeverusa.org/alumni-seminar


Alumni Hopes for the Future...
“To fulfill our dreams.”
   “For the alumni movement to grow and get bigger.” 
“To keep the connection.”
        “To see each other more, outside of seminars.” 
“To have a bigger influence.”
      “To show the new students it doesn’t end.” 

new look!
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Words alumni chose to describe their experience:
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30 for 30 Update
Thank you to everyone who supported Friends 
Forever through the 30 for 30 campaign in 
December. With your help we raised $25,320 
in 30 days! This money will fund a year-long 
program for group of 10 youths in 2017.  

Campus Updates
Phase 1 of our Campus Renovations are 
complete! The Office has new energy efficient 
windows, mini-split heat pumps for heating and 
cooling, an impressive array of 45 solar panels, 
new doors, and a full deck. 
The next phase of our renovations, which is a 
part of our $1,100,000 Capital Campaign, will 
focus on the Farmhouse. A full sprinkler and 
alarm system will be going in, insulation will be 
added and additional living space created. 
To learn more about the Campus and the ongoing 
Capital Campaign, call us at 603.397.5301 or 
visit our website: www.friendsforeverusa.org/
our-campus. We also encourage you to visit 
us at the Campus, 1 Morgan Way, Durham, NH 
03824.

Golf For Peace
Date: Monday, June 26th
Registration: 12 p.m.
Tournament Begins: 1 p.m.
Contact Chelsea at cfitton@
friendsforeverusa.org or visit 
www.friendsforeverusa.org/
golfforpeacetournament for more 
information.

Friends Forever HQ glows in the evening. Our big windows are energy efficient 
and have glare reducing shades. Also shown is the new wrap-around deck.

Introducing Brooke
Brooke joined Friends Forever in January 2017 
as Development and Administrative Assistant. In 
that role, she oversees facilities management and 
improvements and helps secure the resources 
needed for program implementation and growth. 
She was raised in Maine, and currently lives in 
beautiful Durham with her husband and daughter.
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