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Scotch Street Youth Club Oasis Youth Centre 

Founded: 2008  

Neighborhood: Scotch Street, Portadown, Northern 
Ireland  

Mission: To provide young people with a safe and 
challenging environment and opportunities which 
nurtures their character, beliefs, and ability to build 
meaningful lifestyles.  

Community Demographics:  
Scotch Street is a village in County Armagh, Northern 
Ireland that has seen significant population growth 
in the last ten years, despite only having 1000 
current residents. Due to the population increase, 
there was a lack of facilities and events for young 
people to attend, leading to disturbances in the 
community. While local efforts to create 
opportunities for the youth have led to a decrease in 
anti-social behavior, there has been an increase in 
drug use and underage drinking as a result. This 
increase in substance abuse has aided an already 
established conflict among multiple religious beliefs 
living in the area. Scotch Street Youth Club joined 
Friends Forever International’s programs to create 
more opportunities for young people to contribute to 
society and promote acceptance and understanding 
of others.  

Team Name: Stay Tuned! 

Team Slogan: Stay Tuned! 

As part of their Group Building Phase, each team of FFI participants 
works together to develop a team name, slogan, and logo. 

Founded: 2010  

Neighborhood: Scotch Street, Portadown, Northern 
Ireland  

Mission: Oasis is an inclusive youth focused 
programme that engages with ethnic children and 
youth to empower them to develop positive 
relationships, respect diversity and improve 
achievement levels while allowing them to enjoy new 
experiences in a safe environment.  

Community Demographics:  
Oasis is a Youth Centre that provides services for 
children and young people primarily from an ‘Ethnic 
Minority Community.’ Portadown is a small rural 
town of approx. 40000 people. Having a difficult 
history through The Troubles and the following 
sectarian contentions particularly around parades 
and flags, there was a natural spill over of tensions 
when significant numbers of migrants arrived in 
town in the early 2000s. There was skepticism 
among some that the migrants had a political 
motivation to support one side of the sectarian 
dispute, therefore the legacy of sectarianism started 
to manifest itself as racism.  

 Friends Forever International is an independent 501 (c ) 3 whose mission is to inspire communities to promote trust, empathy and 
friendships among cultures in conflict by working with international and local youth leaders.  

One Morgan Way, Durham, NH 03824 USA 
www.ff.international  

Total participants: 10 
 
Total adult leaders: 3 

Age of students:  15-17 
 
Vehicle Used: 15 passenger van 

Dietary Restrictions: None 

Logistical Information 


